Product Stewardship: Paint
A note from Donna Barlow Casey, CVSWMD Executive Director

How many cans of old paint lurk in the corners of your basement, garage, or storage shed? And how many years will you wait before carting them off to a hazardous waste collection? Most likely the answer to these two questions is "too many." The current national generation of leftover paint is estimated to be between 17 and 35 million gallons per year* with average collection and management costs of $8.00 per gallon! 

In calendar year 2008, the CVSWMD collected unwanted paint at six hazardous waste events. We paid $44,971.02 for paint disposal and recycling costs -- 63% of our total expense for hazardous waste -- yet collected just a small fraction of the paint that's stored in homes and is added to each year. It's important to note that this dollar amount reflects only disposal/recycling costs, not the operational, administrative, or personnel-related expenses of running the program.

The National Paint and Coatings Association encourages collection programs to participate in the development and implementation of the nationally-coordinated leftover paint management system. And they are interested in bringing this industry-government partnership to Vermont. This would increase the opportunities for capturing used paint, expand collection from seasonal events to a year-round program, and alleviate the cost currently borne by municipalities for disposal/recycling. In addition, the association typically negotiates agreements with existing and additional collection sites to compensate them fairly for their efforts to participate in the national system. 

The CVSWMD supports this system. It is sustainable, economically viable, and holds consumers and the industry responsible for excess paint. This fall we will begin working through the statewide District Managers' Association to convince legislators of the merits of this program. Your voice will be important! Upcoming e-newsletter issues will offer paint facts to help familiarize readers with the issue.  

When the legislature convenes in January 2010, two product stewardship bills will be among those vying for adoption. One is the returning electronic waste bill (S.77) and the other is a latex paint bill. Each bill is important, precedent setting, and critical to establishing sustainable systems for managing unwanted, discarded items. We hope you will lend your voice of support to help get these bills passed.

* PSI Final Paint Technical Report
